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Proposed Conmittee Substitute by the Conmittee on Education

Pre-K - 12

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to acadenically high-perform ng
school districts; creating s. 1003.621, F.S.
providing criteria for designating academically
hi gh- perform ng school districts; providing
exceptions for such districts to be exenpt from
certain statutes and rules; providing
conpl i ance requirements; providing for district
governi ng boards; providing for reports;
providing for a review by the State Board of

Educati on of certain reporting requirenments;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1003.621, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

1003.621 Academ cally high-perfornm ng schoo

districts.--1t is the intent of the Leqgislature to recogni ze

and reward school districts that denpnstrate the ability to

consistently nmaintain or inprove their high-performng status.

The purpose of this section is to provide high-performng

school districts with flexibility in nmeeting the specific

requirenents in statute and rules of the State Board of

Educat.i on.

(1) ACADEM CALLY H GH PERFORM NG SCHOOL DI STRICT. - -

(a) A school district is an acadenmically

hi gh-perform ng school district if it nmeets the foll ow ng

criteria:

l.a. Beqginning with the 2004-2005 school vyear, earns a

grade of "A " under s. 1008.34(7) for 2 consecutive years; and
1
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b. Has no district-operated school that earns a grade

of "F" under s. 1008. 34;

2. Complies with all class size requirenents ins. 1

Art. I X, of the State Constitution and s. 1003.03; and

3. Has no material weaknesses or instances of materia

nonconpli ance noted in the annual financial audit conducted

pursuant to s. 218. 39.

(b) A school district that satisfies the eligibility

criteria for designation as an academ cally hi gh-perforn ng

school district nay be so designated if it reports to the

State Board of Education the specific statutes or rules from

whi ch the school district is exenpt for 3 vears.

(c) The academ cally high-perform ng school district

shall retain the designation as a high-performng schoo

district for 3 years, at the end of which tine the district

may renew the designation if the district neets the

requirenents in this section. A school district that fails to

neet the requirenents in this section shall provide witten

notification to the State Board of Education that the district

is no longer eligible to be designated as an academ cally

hi gh-perform ng school district.

(d) In order to maintain the designation as an

academi cally high-perform ng school district pursuant to this

section, a school district nust neet the foll ow ng

requi renents:

1. Comply with the provisions of subparagraphs(a)?2.

and 3.; and

2. Earn a grade of "A" under s. 1008.34(7) for 2 vears

within a 3-year period.

However, a district in which a district-operated school earns
2
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a grade of "F" under s. 1008.34 during the 3-year period my

not continue to be designated as an acadenically

hi gh-perform ng school district during the renmni nder of that

3-vear period. The district nmust neet the criteria in

paragraph (a) in order to be redesignated as an academ cally

hi gh-perform ng school district.

(2) EXEMPTI ON FROM STATUTES AND RULES. - - An

academ cal ly high-perform ng school district may not be exenpt

fromany of the follow ng statutes:

(a) Those statutes pertaining to the provision of

services to students with disabilities.

(b) Those statutes pertaining to civil rights,

including s. 1000.05, relating to discrimnmnation

(c) Those statutes pertaining to student health,

safety, and welfare.

(d) Those statutes governing the el ection or

compensation of district school board nenbers.

(e) Those statutes pertaining to the student

assessnment _program and the school gradi ng system i ncl uding

chapter 1008.

(f) Those statutes pertaining to financial matters,

i ncludi ng chapter 1010, except that s. 1010.20(3)(a)l., 2.

and 3., relating to the required program expenditure |evels,

are eligible for exenption.

(g) Those statutes pertaining to planning and

budgeting, including chapter 1011, except that the follow ng

sections are eligible for exenption:

1. Section 1011.62(9)(d), relating to the requirenent

for a conprehensive readi ng plan; and

2. Section 1011.71(2), relating to the district schoo

tax, in order to provide funds for property insurance and
3
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casual ty insurance.

(h) Sections 1012.22(1)(c) and 1012.27(2), relating to

differentiated pay and perfornmance-pay policies for schoo

adm nistrators and instructional personnel. Professiona

service contracts are subject to the provisions of ss. 1012.33

and 1012. 34.

(i) Those statutes pertaining to educationa

facilities, including chapter 1013, except that s. 1013. 20,

relating to covered wal kways for portables, and s. 1013.21

relating to the use of relocatable facilities that exceed 20

vears of age, are eligible for exenption.

(j) Those statutes relating to instructiona

materials, except that s. 1006.37, relating to the requisition

of state-adopted materials fromthe depository under contract

with the publisher, and s. 1006.40(3)(a), relating to the use

of 50 percent of the instructional materials allocation, shal

be eligible for exenption.

(3) COWPLI ANCE REQUI REMENTS. - - An_academical ly

hi gh-perform ng school district shall conply with the

foll owi ng statutes:

(a) Section 286.011, relating to public neetings and

records, public inspection, and crininal and civil penalties.

(b) Those statutes pertaining to public records,

i ncl udi ng chapter 119.

(c) Those statutes pertaining to financial disclosure

by elected officials.

(d) Those statutes pertaining to conflicts of interest

by elected officials.

(4) GOVERNI NG BOARD. - - The governi ng board of the

academ cal ly high-perform ng school district shall be the duly

el ected district school board. The district school board shal
4
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supervi se the academ cally high-perforning school district.

(5) REPORTS. --The acadenically high-perform ng schoo

district shall submt to the State Board of Education and the

Leqgi sl ature an annual report on Decenber 1 which delineates

t he performance of the school district relative to the

academ c _perfornmance of students at each grade level in

reading, witing, mathematics, science, and any other subject

that is included as a part of the statew de assessnment program

in s. 1008.22. The annual report shall be subnitted in a

format _prescribed by the Departnent of Education and shal

i nclude, but need not be |linmted to, the follow ng:

(a)  Longitudi nal perfornance of students in

mat hematics, reading, witing, science, and any other subject

that is included as a part of the statew de assessnment program

in s. 1008.22;

(b) Longitudi nal perfornmance of students by grade

| evel and subgroup in mathenmtics, reading, witing, science,

and any other subject that is included as a part of the

st atewi de _assessnment _programin s. 1008.22;

(c) Longitudinal perfornmance regarding efforts to

cl ose the achi evenent gap

(d)1. Nunber and percentage of students who take an

Advanced Pl acenent Exam nation; and

2. Longitudi nal performance regardi ng students who

take an Advanced Pl acenent Exam nation by denpgraphi c group

specifically by age, gender, race, and Hi spanic origin, and by

participation in the National School Lunch Program

(e) Evidence of conpliance with subsection (1); and

(f) A description of each waiver and the status of

each wai ver.

Section 2. The State Board of Education shall identify
5
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any reporting requirenents in state |l aw which duplicate the

requi renents for reporting under the federal No Child Left

Behi nd Act and neke reconmendations to the Legislature by

Decenmber 1, 2007, for elimnating duplicative requirenents in

state | aw
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.
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